
This month’s issue of 
the newsletter published by 
the Africa Regional Bureau 
of the Species Survival 
Network (SSN) is partially 
devoted to CITES’ efforts 
to conserve African ele-
phants. Recent press arti-
cles about a Canadian resi-
dent’s attempt to smuggle 
30,000 pieces of African 
elephant ivory into Canada 
from China demonstrate 
that elephant poaching and 
illicit ivory trade remain 
very pressing threats to 
African elephants. The last 
report published by SSN 
Elephant Working Group 
documented that between 
1998 and 2007, at least 
182,000 kg (182 metric 
tons) of elephant ivory, 
representing approximately 
29,000 elephants, were 
seized around the world. 
Because seized ivory repre-
sents only a small portion 
of illegally traded ivory, the 

number of elephants 
poached to supply the ille-
gal trade must be much 
larger. The intensity of this 
threat represents a true 
challenge for many ele-
phant range States in the 
region. Members of SSN 
actively work with African 
countries to stem poaching 
and facilitate enforcement 

of the CITES ivory trade 
ban. 

 

Another important mat-
ter that we address in this 
issue is the making of non-
detriment findings. As a 
follow-up to a CITES Deci-
sion adopted at CoP14, the 
CITES Secretariat has dis-
tributed a request for infor-
mation on the preparation 
of non-detriment findings 
by Parties. In this issue, we 
will clarify the CITES rules 
intented to ensure that trade 
is sustainable and non-
detrimental to the survival 
of CITES-protected spe-
cies. We hope you will find 
the information included in 
this month’s issue of the 
newsletter useful to your 
work. 
 
 

Warm wishes, and 
thank you for your work. 
 
 

Will Travers, Shelley Water-
land and Alice Stroud, SSN 
Africa Regional Bureau 

CITES monitoring of elephant conservation 

Latest CITES Postings and Notifications 
♦   The CITES Secretariat 
requests Parties to send 
reports by 15 December 
2007 on specific aspects of 
trade in sharks, seven spe-
cies of Asian medicinal 
plants, Orchidaceae spp., 
bigleaf mahogany, Spanish 
cedar (Cedrela odorata), 
rosewood (Dalbergia re-
tusa and D. granadillo) and 
Honduras rosewood (D. 
stevensonii) in preparation 
for the meetings of the Ani-
mals and Plants Commit-
tees (CITES Notification 
No. 2007/033) 
♦   The CITES Secretariat 
requests information from 
Parties on methodologies, 
tools, information, 
expertise and any other 
resources used to formulate 
non-detriment findings on 
specific taxa. Responses 

will be used in the 
development of the 
upcoming CITES workshop 
on non-detriment findings. 
Deadline: 30 November 
2007. Information must be 
sent to the Chairman of the 
Steering Committee in 
charge of the workshop Mr. 
Jorge Alvarez Romero at 
jalvarez@conabio.gob.mx
(CITES Notification No. 
2007/032) 
♦   The CITES Secretariat 
has circulated updates of 
the CITES Directory and 
registers, including the 
register of operations that 
breed Appendix-I animal 
species for commercial 
purposes (CITES 
Notifications No. 2007/031, 
2007/34 and 2007/35)  
♦   The CITES Secretariat 
has reminded Parties of the 

creation of a caviar trade 
database by UNEP-WCMC 
and of the need for Parties 
involved in trade in 
sturgeons and paddlefish to 
submit relevant information 
for inclusion in this 
database (CITES 
Notification  No.2007/030) 
♦   Parties are invited to 
respond to a questionnaire 
on elephants and ivory 
trade by completing and 
sending it to the Secretariat 
by 31 December 2007. The 
questionnaire is available at 
<http://www.cites.org/eng/
notif/2007/E029A.pdf> 
(CITES Notification No. 
2007/029) 
 
Note: all CITES Notifica-
tions are available at <http://
www.cites.org/eng/
notif/2007.shtml> 

 
 

• 30 November: deadline for Parties to send their response on 
methodologies used to make non-detriment findings (CITES 
Notification No. 2007/032) 

• 15 December: deadline for submission of reports in prepara-
tion for the meetings of the Animals and Plants Committees 

• 31 December: deadline for submission of information on 
Internet trade and for submission of  the elephants and ivory 
trade questionnaire to the CITES Secretariat (CITES Notifica-
tions No. 2007/026 and No. 2007/029) 

• 20 January and 15 February 2008: deadlines for submission 
of documents to the Secretariat for discussion by the Animal 
Committee and by the Plant Committee Respectively 

• 14-26 April 2008 and 14-18 July 2008: meetings of the Plants 
and Animals Committees and of the Standing Committee in 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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.MIKE – Monitoring Illegal Killing 
of Elephants – is a monitoring system 
designed to track illegal killing of ele-
phants in the field across the entire range 
of African and Asian elephants. This sys-
tem was first agreed at CoP10 in 1997 
and finalized at the 41st meeting of the 
Standing Committee (SC41) in 1999.The 
mandate of the MIKE program has 
evolved during the course of its exis-
tence. Initially conceived 
to “determine whether 
there is a causal relation-
ship between changes in 
illegal killing [of ele-
phants], for example, and 
CITES decisions” (CITES 
Resolution Conf.10.10, 
AnnexII), the MIKE pro-
gram is now directed to 
fulfill four combined ob-
jectives: 
♦“measuring and re-
cording levels and 
trends, and changes in 
levels and trends, of 
illegal hunting and trade 
in ivory in elephant range States, and in 
trade entrepots; 
♦assessing whether and to what extent 
observed trends are related to changes 
in the listing of elephant populations in 
the CITES Appendices and/or the re-
sumption of legal international trade in 
ivory; 
♦establishing an information base to 
support the making of decisions on ap-
propriate management, protection and 
enforcement needs; and 
♦building capacity in range 
States;” (CITES Resolution Conf. 10.10 
Rev. CoP14) 

 

To date, 45 MIKE sites in 27 range States 

have been selected in Africa and 15 
sites in 11 range States in Asia. The 
criteria presently used for the selection 
of the sites and of the data serving as a 
reference for MIKE have been heavily 
debated and are of concern to SSN (for 
more information, see the SSN Fact 
sheet on the MIKE Baseline Informa-
tion prepared for SC55 available at 
<http://www.ssn.org/Meetings/sc/sc55/SSN_on

_MIKE_SC55.pdf>).  
 
There is no limit 
to the number of 
sites designated as 
MIKE sites and 
range States are 
actively trying to 
extend the num-
ber of selected 
sites to include 
other significant 
areas as more 
resources become 

available. 
 

To date, it has 
been agreed that for 
each MIKE site, the 
following information 
would be presented: 
"1. At least one popu-
lation survey, which 
must not predate the 
year 2000; 
2. Levels of illegal 
killing derived from a 
minimum of 12-months' (Africa) / 6-
months' (Asia) data obtained from pa-
trol forms and carcass forms and sum-
marized in monthly reports; 
3. A descriptive report on the patterns 

of influencing factors; 
4. An assessment of the effort made in 
providing the illegal killing information; 
and 
5. A preliminary baseline analysis of 

paragraphs 1 to 4 above.” (SC54 Doc. 

26.2 (Rev. 1)) 
 

The information collected will be 
entered in a computer-based management 
system created to facilitate analysis of 
population trends, patterns of law en-
forcement effort and spatial and temporal 
patterns in factors that influence elephant 
populations and illegal killing. Informa-
tion on the statistical methods used in the 
analysis is available in CITES Document 
SC 54 Doc.26.2 (Rev.1) (http://

www.cites.org/eng/com/SC/54/E54-26-2.pdf). 
Information in CITES Document SC 55 
Doc.10.2 (Rev.1) (http://www.cites.org/eng/

com/SC/55/E55-10-2.pdf), which includes 
MIKE data for 51 sites in Africa and 18 
sites in Asia, was adopted as MIKE base-
line information at SC55 in June 2007. 

These data will be 
reviewed in more 
detail at the next SC 
meeting in July 
2008. 
 

SSN’s Elephant 
Working Group has 
detailed comments 
on the available 
MIKE data and 
encourages govern-
ments to be mindful 
of the need for a 
precautionary ap-

proach in the use of this data. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact the SSN Africa 
Regional Bureau if you have any ques-
tions or if you need assistance concerning 
MIKE. 

investigation, which has prevented the 
distribution of the elephant ivory carvings 
in the local Canadian market. Wildlife 
officers estimated that the retail value of 
the ivory carvings seized was more than 
USD 104,826.00. 

 
 
 

African elephants and their parts are 
protected under Canada's Wild Animal 
and Plant Protection and Regulation of 
International and Interprovincial Trade 

An investigation led by Environment 
Canada's Wildlife Enforcement Division, 
which began after the seizure of 30,000 
pieces of African elephant ivory at the 
International Mail Center in Vancouver, 
concluded in October 2007 with a fine of 
USD 9,433.00 for the individual 
involved, along with the payment of 
the same amount of money to 
TRAFFIC for the support of African 
elephant conservation programs. 
This individual, originally from 
British Columbia, traveled to Hong 
Kong, China, in February 2005 and 
sent himself a package containing 
the illegal African elephant ivory 
using a false name and a fake Hong 
Kong address. Collaboration between 
Hong Kong and Canadian authorities is 
reported to have led to the success of this 

Act (WAPPRIITA) and its regulations 
adopted to implement CITES nationally. 

 

SSN congratulates the Canadian au-
thorities for the success of this operation 
and the Hong Kong authorities for their 
contribution to the investigation. Mem-
bers of the SSN are heavily invested in 
enforcement efforts leading to stopping 
illegal ivory trade and its devastating 
impact on African elephant populations. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the SSN 
Africa Regional Bureau if you have infor-
mation on illegal ivory trade or if you 
need support with your local elephant 
conservation initiatives. 

 

Information on the work done by the 
SSN Elephant Working Group is avail-
able at <http://ssn.org/
aboutus_workgroups_elephant_EN.htm> 
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The MIKE Program in a nutshell 

Illegal Importation of African Elephant Ivory into Canada from 
Hong Kong 

  CITES  AFRIQUE 

Estimated amount of elephant Estimated amount of elephant 
ivory seized around the world ivory seized around the world 
between 1998 and 2007:between 1998 and 2007:    
 

At least 182,000kg (182 metric 
tons) which represents the death 
of more than 29,000 elephants. 
 

 
Source: Species Survival Network Elephant Working Group database , 
June 2007. Picture provided by the Last Great Ape Organization (SSN 
member). 

 

 

© Environmental Investigation Agency 
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(France and Germany) have been trained 
at the Garoua School of Fauna. Ninety 
percent of the graduates from the Garoua 
School are now active in the field and 
hold various responsibilities for the con-
servation of fauna in the region (such as 
national park directors, chiefs of anti-
poaching units, members of CITES au-
thorities). 
 

The Garoua School of Fauna also 
contributes to broader environmental 
education initiatives through outreach and 
training of the civil society, cooperation 
with local and national media, organiza-
tion of various workshops on the conser-
vation of the environment and the diffu-
sion of information on the international 

agreements regulating fauna and habitat 
conservation worldwide. The ambitious 
nature and the broad scope of these tasks 
led to the adoption of the African ele-
phant as a logo for the school, a local 
symbol admired for its longevity, its ca-
pacity to learn, its social organization and 
its impressive memory skills.  

 

SSN sup-
ports the mission 
of the Garoua 
School and con-

The Garoua School of Fauna is an 
institution accredited since 1970 under 
Cameroon law. This school provides 
education to specialists in the region on 
the conservation and management of 
wildlife and on the use of protected areas. 
Its mission is to contribute to training and 
research, and to support sustainable de-
velopment throughout French-speaking 
African countries. The school is located 
in the Northern part of Cameroon which 
has several national parks including 
Waza, Bénoué, Bouba, Ndjida and Faro 
sheltering, among other species, savannah 
antelopes, elephants, primates and carni-
vores. To date, more than 2000 execu-
tives and decision-makers from 22 Afri-
can countries and two European countries 

CITES regulates the export, re-export, 
import and introduction from the sea of 
“specimens” (the definition of 
“specimens” under CITES includes live 
and dead animals and plants and their 
parts or derivatives: see Article I para-
graph (b)) of species listed in the An-
nexes. Regulation of this trade is based 
on a system of permits and certificates 
which must be presented when leaving or 
entering a country.  
 

CITES Articles III and IV require that 
the granting of permits for every export 
of specimens of species listed in Appen-
dix I and II, and for every import of 
specimens of species in Appendix I, must 
be based on a finding by the Scientific 
Authority that the export or the import 
will not be detrimental to the survival of 
the species. The responsibility for deter-
mining the basis on which to make a non-
detriment finding (NDF) lies with each 
Party, and hence the responsibility for 
determining at what level trade is sustain-
able. Issuance of CITES permits by the 
Management Authority without the mak-
ing of non-detriment findings by the Sci-
entific Authority constitutes a “lack of 
compliance with the provisions of the 
Convention” which “seriously under-
mines species conservation” (CITES 

Resolution Conf. 10.3). The scientific 
basis for NDFs can and should be ques-
tioned by the Secretariat, the Technical 
Committees (particularly with respect to 
the Review of Significant Trade), and 
other Parties.  

 
CITES Resolution 
Conf 10.3 recom-
mends that Scien-
tific Authorities 
produce NDFs 
based on a 
“scientific review 
of available infor-
mation on the 
population status, 
distribution, popu-
lation trend, har-

vest, and other biological and ecological 
factors, as appropriate, and trade infor-
mation relating to the species con-
cerned”. The World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) has developed a checklist to as-
sist Scientific Authorities in making 
NDFs. Despite this checklist and the vital 
importance of the non-detriment finding 
for achieving the aims of the Convention, 
IUCN has reported that “many species 
continue to be traded in the absence of 
information about the impact of such 

exploitation on the wild popula-
tion” (Rosser and Haywood 2002). 
 

At CoP14, Parties agreed to organize 
an international expert workshop on 
NDFs to facilitate compliance with 
CITES Articles III and IV. Decision 
14.49 encourages the Parties to provide 
any help and information regarding 
“methodologies, tools, information, ex-
pertise and any other resources used to 
formulate non-detriment findings on spe-
cific taxa in order to contribute to the 
development of the workshop”. Notifica-
tion No. 2007/032 sent to Parties by the 
CITES Secretariat on October 5, 2007 
requests that Parties communicate infor-
mation on their use of the IUCN checklist 
before November 30, 2007 in order to 
contribute to the workshop by providing 
guidance on possible resources needed to 
facilitate the making of NDFs.  

 

SSN strongly encourages Parties to 
respond to this request for information by 
contacting the Chairman of the Commit-
tee in charge of the workshop on NDFs. 

 

SSN is represented on the Steering 
Committee of the international expert 
workshop by Will Travers 
(will@bornfree.org.uk). 

publications from 1948 to the pre-

sent, plus a selection of titles from 

IUCN members, partners and other 

publishers. It holds over 600 free 

downloadable documents. English 

only?) 

♦ http://www.eu-wildlifetrade.org/index.htm 

(links to information on wildlife 

trade in the European Union and 

gives a list of useful Internet links 

related to wildlife. This information 

is available in the 11 official lan-

Useful publications: 

♦ Ape and logging 2007 

 

Useful websites: 

♦ www.interpol.int/Public/

EnvironmentalCrime/Wildlife/Default.asp 
(links to the Interpol Wildlife Work-

ing Group’s websiteEnglish only?) 

♦ http://www.iucn.org/dbtw%2Dwpd/

commande/ (links to a searchable cata-

logue that provides access to IUCN 
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Garoua School of Fauna in Cameroon 

CITES Request for Information on Non-Detriment Findings 

Capacity-building corner 
base. Available at 
<http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/sgs/afesg/ae
d/aesr2007.html> 

♦ Inconvenient But True – The Unrelent-
ing Global Trade in Elephant Ivory, 
SSN Report Prepared for CITES 
CoP14. Available at 
<http://www.ssn.org/Meetings/cop/cop14/Oth
er/SSN_CoP14_ivory_report.pdf> 

♦ Reeve, Pope and Stewart, Ivory, Ekipa 
and Etosha - The Hidden Cost to Ele-
phants and Rhinos of Namibia’s Wildlife 
Policy, May 2007. Available at 
<http://www.davidshepherd.org/downloads/cit
es_report_2007.pdf> 

Useful publications: 
♦ Rosser, and Haywood, (Compilers). 

2002. Guidance for CITES Scientific 
Authorities: Checklist to assist in mak-
ing non-detriment findings for Appen-
dix II exports. IUCN (translated in 
French, English and Spanish). Avail-
able at 
<http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/publications
/CITES/CITES-guidance-prelims.pdf> 

♦ Blanc, Barnes, Craig, Dublin, Thouless, 
Douglas-Hamilton, and Hart, African 
Elephant Status Report 2007: An Up-
date from the African Elephant Data-

♦ International Survey Bidding for Ex-
tinction - A Snapshot Survey of Illegal 
Trade in Elephant Ivory on Ebay Sites 
in Australia, Canada, China, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, UK, USA, 
IFAW 2007. Available at 
<http://www.ifaw.org/ifaw/dimages/custom/In
ternet_trade/bidding_for_extinction-
2007.pdf.pdf> 

 

Useful websites: 
♦ Journal of the African Elephant, Afri-

can Rhino and Asian Rhino IUCN 
Specialist Groups (English and French)
<http://www.iucn.org/themes/ssc/sgs/afesg/
pachy/pachy42.html>   

Pictures provided by the 
Garoua School  of Fauna in 
Cameroon - 
http://www.ecoledefaune.org/i
ndex.html 

 



SSN member of the month: Pro WildlifeSSN member of the month: Pro Wildlife 
  

Organization Profile:Organization Profile:  
  

President: President: Dr. Christoph Schmidt 
Date of creation: Date of creation: 1999  
Mission Statement: Mission Statement: Pro Wildlife is committed to the protection of the world’s wildlife from 
over-exploitation, habitat destruction and abuse 
Offices located in: Offices located in: Munich, Germany 
Projects in Africa located in: Projects in Africa located in: Cameroon 
Website: Website: www.prowildlife.de/en/en.html  

 

Local Projects: Local Projects: Creation of an adoption program for the conser-Creation of an adoption program for the conser-
vation of elephants and vation of elephants and primates and support primates and support for primate sanctuary.for primate sanctuary.  
 

Pro Wildlife is a registered charity supporting conservation projects in 
various countries and working for a better protection of fauna and 
flora through scientific research, education and advocacy. In Africa 
Pro Wildlife, for instance, supports the work of the Limbe Wildlife 
Centre, a sanctuary for primates in Cameroon which focuses its care 
on juveniles who have lost their parents or their clan due to hunting 
for illegal trade or for bushmeat. Pro Wildlife also assists the Limbe Wildlife Centre in running 
education programs on the conservation of wildlife in Cameroonian schools and villages. Pro 
Wildlife has also created an adoption program which allows interested participants to adopt 
an endangered animal and to follow the course of its life by regularly receiving information. 
The money raised from such symbolic adoptions helps Pro Wildlife rescue apes, monkeys and 
elephants and reintroduce them into the wild if possible, carry out education programs in 
Africa, Asia and South America, halt poaching and improve wildlife law enforcement. Pro 
Wildlife also hosts the European office of SSN. 

  

Contact Information Contact Information  

 
 

Species  Surv ival  Network’s  Species  Surv ival  Network’s  
Afr ica  Regional  BureauAfr ica  Regional  Bureau   

 

 

CITES protected species of the month 

www.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.org        

Working within CITES to facilitate the Working within CITES to facilitate the 
participation of  African countriesparticipation of  African countries  

Pro Wildlife 
Kidlerstr. 2 
Munich 81371 
Germany  

Daniela Freyer  
Tel: +49 (89) 81 29 95 07 
Fax: +49 (89) 81 29 97 06 
Email: daniela.freyer@prowildlife.de 

Call for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representation    

The Species Survival Network’s Africa Regional Bureau is 
engaged in a capacity building effort which involves local 
non-governmental organizations and the Press. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you need help with CITES 
issues, if you wish to submit article ideas for the newslet-

ter or if you wish to apply for SSN membership.  

Hihhhttp://www.nmfs .noaa.gov/pr/about/links .htm#turtle 

♦ Name: Name: African elephant; éléphant 
africain (Loxodonta africana) 
♦ CITES listing: CITES listing: Appendix I 

♦♦  CITES export quotas (for hunting CITES export quotas (for hunting 
trophies): trophies): Botswana (600 tusks and 
other hunting trophies); Gabon (100 
tusks), Mozambique (80 tusks), Namibia 
(180 tusks), South Africa (200 tusks), 
United Republic of Tanzania (400 tusks), 
Zambia (40 tusks), Cameroon (160 
tusks)  

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Vulnerable (IUCN 2004) 
♦ Threats: Threats: poaching for ivory and meat; illegal ivory trade; hunting 

for food or to protect crops and the population; destruction of 
habitat. 

♦ Range StatesRange States: : Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi 
(ex: extinct), Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, 
Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti (ex), 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia (ex), Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania 
(ex), Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland (ex, rein-
troduced), Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

♦ Useful websites: Useful websites: <http://ssn.org/aboutus_workgroups_elephant_EN.htm> 
(SSN elephant working group); <http://www.cites.org/eng/prog/

mike_etis.shtml> (CITES elephant programs) 

African elephant (Loxodonta 
africana) listed in CITES Appen-
dix I   

 

♦  Name: Name: Leopard orchid, orchidée léop-
ard (Ansellia africana) 
♦ CITES listing:CITES listing: Appendix II. Listing 
includes “All parts and derivatives, ex-
cept: a) seeds, spores and pollen 
(including pollinia); b) seedling or tissue 
cultures obtained in vitro, in solid or liq-
uid media, transported in sterile contain-
ers;c) cut flowers of artificially propa-
gated plants”  
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: no export quotas 
reported for 2007  
♦♦  CITES trade levels (WCMC trade CITES trade levels (WCMC trade 

database 2007): database 2007): trade is almost exclusively in artificially 
reproduced live specimens. Main exporters are Taiwan and 
South Africa. The main importer is Japan. Gross exports 
from 2000 to 2007 amounted to 740.  

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: not yet assessed by IUCN 
♦ Threats: Threats: Habitat loss/degradation; collect of flowers 
♦ Range StatesRange States: : Botswana, Mozambique, Namibia, South Af-

rica, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: <http://www.orchidconservation.org/osg> 

(IUCN orchids specialist group—website in French, Spanish 
and English); The role of CITES in orchid conservation, 
Roddy Gabel, Chief of the Division of Scientific Authority 
in the Service's International Affairs Program in Arlington, 
Virginia (Michigan, School of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment, January-March 2006) 

Leopard Orchid (Ansellia 
africana) listed in CITES 
Appendix II © 
www.larsen.twins.dk 

Anglophone Africa:Anglophone Africa:  

Species Survival Network 
c/o Born Free Foundation 
3 Grove House; Foundry  Lane 
Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 5PL, 
UK 
Tel: +44-403-240170 
Fax: +441-403-327-838 
E-mail: willtravers@ssn.org;  
Shelley@bornfree.org.uk 

Francophone Africa:Francophone Africa:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Species Survival Network 
1340 Wilford Ave 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
USA 
Tel/Fax: 1 541 850 9868 
Email: 
alicestroud@ssn.org 
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Will Travers,  
President 

Alice Stroud, 
Coordinator 

Shelley Waterland, 
Coordinator 

African elephant 
(Loxodonta africana) 
listed in CITES Appendix I   


