
The Africa Regional 
Bureau of the Species Sur-
vival Network (SSN) wel-
comes you to this new is-
sue of CITES Afrique. This 
month, you will find an 
article on the rise of hu-
man-elephant con-
flict in Liberia, 
with information 
on the methods 
available to miti-
gate these con-
flicts. You will 
also find details on 
the fight against 
illegal trade in sea 
cucumbers led by 
the Comoros gov-
ernment, and on 
the implementa-
tion of a four-
month bushmeat 

hunting ban in Ghana. At a 
time when the conservation 
of threatened and endan-
gered species faces chal-
lenges that are constantly 
increasing in complexity, 
SSN is honored to send a 

Mitigating Human-Elephant Conflicts 

♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that the following 
species have been included 
in CITES Appendix III: 
three butterflies (Agrias 
amydon boliviensis, Mor-
pho godartii lachaumei, 
Prepona praeneste buck-
leyana) [Bolivia], three 
Cedrela species (Cedrela 
fissilis, Cedrela lilloi, 
Cedrela odorata) [Bolivia],  
Korean pine (Pinus 
koraiensis) [Russian Fed-
eration] and coco de mer 
(Lodoicea maldivica) 
[Seychelles] (CITES Noti-
fication No. 2010/018) 
♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that it has received 
requests to include breed-
ing facilities for the follow-
ing species in its Register 
of operations that breed 
Appendix-I animal species 
in captivity for commercial 
purposes: Asian arowanas
(Scleropages formosus) 

[Singapore] and peregrine 
falcons (Falco peregrinus) 
and gyrfalcons (Falco rus-
ticolus) [USA]. These op-
erations will be included in 
the Secretariat's Register 
on 21 October 2010 and 3 
November 2010 respec-
tively, unless the Secre-
tariat receives an objection 
from a Party and such ob-
jection is not withdrawn 
before each date (CITES 
Notifications No. 2010/019 
and 2010/021) 
♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that the Plants 
Committee has nominated 
Mr César Augusto Beltetón 
Chacón from Guatemala 
and Ms Fabiola Nuñez 
from Peru as, respectively, 
Chair and Vice-Chair of 
the Working Group on 
Bigleaf Mahogany and 
Other Neotropical Timber 
Species (CITES Notifica-
tion No. 2010/020) 

♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that Norway ac-
cepted the chairmanship of 
the Standing Committee 
and has appointed Mr. Øys-
tein Størkersen to serve as 
the Chair (CITES Notifica-
tion No. 2010/022) 
♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom, 
in collaboration with the 
CITES Secretariat, have 
launched a system to ex-
change information on 
CITES export permits and 
re-export certificates elec-
tronically. This system is 
fully operational and can 
be extended to other Parties 
in the near future. Parties 
interested in learning more 
about this project are in-
vited to contact the Man-
agement Authority of these 
countries (CITES Notifica-
tion No. 2010/023)  

Important CITES DatesImportant CITES Dates  
  

• 15-21 August 2010: MIKE Ranger Training Develop-
ment Meeting, South Africa. 

• 29 September-1 October 2010: 2nd African Workshop 
of the ITTO-CITES timber species project, Cameroon 

• 1-3 November 2010: African Elephant Range States 
Meeting, Nairobi, Kenya  

• 31 December 2010: deadline for African elephant 
range States that wish to authorize export of raw ivory 
in accordance with Resolution Conf. 10.10 (Rev. 
CoP15) to communicate in writing to the Secretariat 
export quotas for raw ivory for 2011 
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Latest CITES Postings and Notifications 

word of encouragement 
and congratulations to the 
governments of Liberia, 
Comoros and Ghana for 
their efforts. 

 

We hope you will find 
this information 
helpful to your 
work. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact 
us if you have any 
question or if you 
need any assis-
tance. 
 

Warmest wishes 
 

Will Travers,  
Shelley Waterland 
and Alice Stroud, 
SSN Africa  
Regional Bureau 

Beehive fence used to deter elephant raiders  © Lucy King. 
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used to avoid HEC (such as noise and 

translocation) have proved inefficient in 

the long run when used alone. The dis-

covery of newer methods such as the use 

of chili oil (tried on elephants in 1997 by 

Loki Osborn) and beehives (tried in 2007 

by Lucy King) brings hope of progress in 

reducing crop loss without harm to ele-

phant populations. Some of the mitigation 

measures used are detailed in the table 

below. 
 

   SSN encourages the CITES community 

to support efforts to find a solution, 

adapted to local priorities, to the increas-

ing problems caused by HEC.  

(Osborn, 2004). Over the years, elephants 

have adapted their diet to include crops 

grown by humans. Although elephants’ 

preferred food is corn/maize, they will 

feed on whatever other plant material is 

available, firstly targeting young plants 

because of their high nutritive value. Ele-

phants tend to feed on agricultural lands 

that are closest to protected areas, be-

cause they know that they can easily re-

treat within them (IUCN, 2007).   
 

   Farmers have set up defense mecha-

nisms to protect their crops, but elephants 

have an extraordinary capacity for getting 

around them. Some mitigation measures 

   Reports in the field attest to a recent 

and alarming increase in human-elephant 

conflict (HEC) in Liberia, which has an 

estimated elephant population of 1676 

individuals (speculative population esti-

mate, IUCN, 2007). Since 80% of the 

human population in Liberia relies on 

agriculture, finding a solution to crop-

raiding and other conflicts with elephants  

has become a major priority for wildlife 

authorities in the country. 
 

   Studies have shown that during the dry 

season (November to April), nutrients 

contained in grass decrease in quality, 

forcing elephants to look for better food 

 

tection under CITES, though some Par-

ties, including Madagascar, Sri Lanka, 

India, Australia and Ecua-

dor, have taken action at the 

national level by regulating 

the harvest of sea cucumbers and/or limit-

ing the fishing methods used for their 
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Tackling the Illegal Trade in Sea Cucumbers in Comoros 

Human-Elephant Conflict on the Rise in Liberia 

Beehive fence used as a deterrent in pilot study © 
OU/Lucy King (above); electric fence in Ambosseli © East 
African Wildlife Society (below) 

exploitation. Discussions on the possible 

need to list sea cucumbers in the families 

Holothuridae and 

Stichopodidae in 

CITES Appendix II 

have been ongoing 

since CoP12 in No-

vember 2002 (see 

CoP12 Doc. 45) but 

have failed to result in 

the listing of these 

species. However, 

CITES has tried to 

develop recommenda-

tions for Parties to 

improve the conserva-

tion of sea cucumber 

stocks (see CoP14 Doc. 62 for more de-

tails). (Continue on the next page) 

   The Class Holothuroidea (sea cucum-

bers) includes at least 1,500 species. 

Holothurians play an important role in 

cleaning up the oceans by filtering the 

mud on the ocean floor ; their disappear-

ance would have detri-

mental ecological conse-

quences for the transpar-

ency of the tropical ma-

rine waters (M. A.Dar 

and H. O.Ahmad, 2006).  

   International trade in 

sea cucumbers is a sig-

nificant conservation 

issue. Except for one 

species (Isostichopus 

fuscus listed on Appendix III by Ecuador 

in 2003), sea cucumbers receive no pro-

Holothuria nobilis and Holothuria ananas, two sea cucumber species of high commercial value exploited 
illegally in Comoros © Thierry  Mulochau- Aquarium de La Réunion  

Mitigation methodMitigation methodMitigation methodMitigation method    AdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantagesAdvantages    DisadvantagesDisadvantagesDisadvantagesDisadvantages    

Fire/ noise 
• Temporarily effective • Put farmers at risk 

• Are unpleasant to use 

• Are only effective on the short run 

Chili oil, “chili dung 
bombs” and capscicum 
sprays 

• Highly effective • Require training 

• High costs due to re-stocking require-
ments 

• Can cause serious pain to elephants’ 
highly developed sense of smell 

Electric fences 

• Reasonably effective • Require permanent surveillance 

• Expensive to install and to maintain 

• Difficult to use widely 

Translocation • Alternative to elephant culling • Extremely expensive 

Alarm systems 

• Reasonably effective 

• Gives farmers sufficient time to 
defend their fields by turning to 
traditional mitigation  methods 

• Expensive 

• Farmers must be within ear’s reach 

Beehives 
• Very effective 

• Honey is an extra source of income 

• None reported 
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crmanuals/Human-
ElephantConflictP&WManual.pdf> 

♦ FAO Fisheries Technical Paper 463, 
Advances in sea cucumber aquaculture 
and management, 2004 available at 
<ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/y5501
e/y5501e00.pdf> 

Useful publications: 
♦ Nelson, A. Bidwell, P. and Sillero-

Zubiri, C. (2003). A review of humane 
elephant conflict management strate-
gies. People and Wildlife Initiative. 
Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, 
Oxford University. Available at 
<http://www.peopleandwildlife.org.uk/

♦ Report of the CITES Animals Commit-
tee on Sea Cucumbers, COP14 Doc. 62 
available at 
<http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/14/doc/
E14-62.pdf> 

 

Please contact the SSN Africa Regional 
Bureau if you need help with translation. 

Four-Month Bushmeat Hunting Ban in Ghana 

    The main market for sea cucumbers is 

in Asia, where countries such as China, 

Japan, Thailand, Brunei, Singapore and 

Taiwan consider sea cucumbers a deli-

cacy and sometimes believe 

them to have powerful aph-

rodisiac and medical proper-

ties. Sea cucumbers are 

caught either close to shore 

or in deeper waters and, are 

then gutted, boiled and dried 

in the sun before being ex-

ported. Major exporting 

countries in the past have 

been Australia, India, Sri 

Lanka, South Africa, Madagascar, Fiji, 

Mozambique, Papua New Guinea, Solo-

mon Islands, Indonesia and Tanzania.  

With the depletion of sea cucumber 

stocks elsewhere, countries such as the 

Comoros and Caribbean nations have 

begun supplying the international market. 

Their end-market commercial value can 

vary from 2 to 40 USD per kilo depend-

ing on abundance, appearance, length, 

odor, color, thickness of the body wall 

and main market demand.  

   Forty-eight species of holothurians 

have been identified in the Comoros 

(Samyn et al., 2006). In 2004 the govern-

ment of the Comoros adopted a law pro-

hibiting all harvesting of sea cucumbers 

for commercial purposes (Decree N° 04-

13 /MDRPAE/CAB, 20 December 2004). 

Despite this protective legislation, levels 

of illegal harvesting and illegal trade have 

continued to increase and are cause for 

concern. In response, the Comorian au-

thorities in cooperation with the Species 

Survival Network have 

launched a campaign for the 

conservation of sea cucum-

bers in Comorian waters. As 

part of this campaign, the 

SSN Africa Regional Bu-

reau has developed two 

posters, about to be diffused 

throughout the country, call-

ing on Comorians to protect 

their sea cucumbers. SSN con-

gratulates the government of Comoros for 

its renewed efforts to conserve sea cu-

cumbers, and encourages other CITES 

Parties to make similar efforts in their 

national waters.  The SSN African Re-

gional Bureau will be glad to assist any 

Parties wishing to do so. 

Tackling the Illegal Trade in Sea Cucumbers in Comoros (Continued) 

called on the public not to patronize the 

sellers of bushmeat, dead, alive or 

smoked, from species other than the grass 

cutter during the period of the ban in  

 

 

order to ensure that hunters do not find it 

profitable to continue hunting or trading 

animals illegally. The statement also en-

couraged enforcement authorities to ar-

rest and  prosecute offenders who violate 

the ban and to notify the nearest Wildlife 

Division and Forestry Commission in 

case violations occur. 

   Hunting of and trade in bushmeat repre-

sents the most significant immediate 

threat to the future of wildlife in Africa 

(Bushmeat Crisis Task Force, 2010). The 

international trade in bushmeat is now a 

multi-billion dollar industry involving 

hundreds of species, from wild pigs and 

rodents, to elephants and primates.     
 

   On 30 July 2010, the Wildlife Division 

of the Ghanaian Forestry Commission 

announced a new annual temporary ban 

("closed season") on the hunting of wild-

life throughout the country, to be effec-

tive from August 1st to December 2nd. 

This four-month ban on hunting is in-

tended to ensure the protection of wildlife 

during the breeding season. It covers all 

wild animal species except the grass cut-

ter or greater cane rat (Thryonomys 

swinderianus). The implementation of 

this hunting ban is particularly important 

for species targeted by the bushmeat 

trade. The statement announcing the ban 

   This important announcement came 

shortly after a seizure by the United-

States on 3 May 2010 of a shipment, con-

taining fourteen dead cane rats impaled 

on sticks, six monkey heads, numerous 

impaled mice, and a pit viper skull from 

Ghana, headed to Chi-

cago (United States) 

(Bush Warrior and Chi-

cago Tribune, 25 July 

2010). Experts say Chi-

cago remains one of the 

main North American 

centers of the bushmeat 

trade.  
 

   SSN congratulates the 

Ghanaian authorities for their dedication 

to protecting wildlife from the bushmeat 

trade by instituting a closed season on 

bushmeat hunting and the United States 

for the successful enforcement efforts 

which led to the confiscation of the ille-

gal bushmeat shipment from Ghana.  

Bushmeat confiscated in Chicago and at 

the Paris airport © Bush Warriors. 

Sea cucumbers for sale in Chinatown, New York 

Capacity-building corner 



SPECIES  SURVIVAL NETWORK’S  
AFRICA REGIONAL BUREAU 

www.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.org         

 
 

Mary Rice, Head of Campaigns 
EIA 
62-63 Upper Street 
LONDON N1 0NY 
T: +44 (207) 354 79 60 
F: +44 (207) 354 79 61 
E: maryrice@eia-international.org 

Call for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representation    

The Species Survival Network’s Africa Regional Bureau is 
engaged in a capacity building effort which involves local 
non-governmental organizations and the Press. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you need help with CITES 
issues, if you wish to submit article ideas for the newslet-

ter or if you wish to apply for SSN membership.  

Hihhhttp://www.nmfs .noaa.gov/pr/about/link 

♦ Name: Name: African spurred 
tortoise ; tortue sillonnée 
(Geochelone sulcata)  
♦ CITES listing: CITES listing: Appendix II 
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: A zero 
annual export quota has been es-
tablished in 2000 for Geochelone 
sulcata for specimens removed 
from the wild and traded for pri-
marily commercial purposes; Be-
nin has a quota of 50 captive-bred 
and 10 ranched specimens; Togo 

has a quota of 500 captive bred specimens (see http://
www.cites.org/common/quotas/2010/ExportQuotas2010.pdf) 

♦ CITES trade levels (WCMC Trade Database 2010): CITES trade levels (WCMC Trade Database 2010): between 
1999 and 2008 exports of African Spurred Tortoise amounted to 
168,994 live animals, 180 derivatives, 18 carvings, 7 carapaces, 1 
unspecified. Main importers are Japan, France and the United 
States. The main exporters are: the United States and El Salvador 
(for captive-bred animals) and Ghana and Mali (for wild animals 
despite the zero quota)  

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Vulnerable 
♦ Threats: Threats: Habitat loss and pet trade 
♦ Range StatesRange States: : Chad, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mali, Mauritania, 

Nigeria, Senegal, Sudan  
♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle 

Specialist Group <http://www.iucn-tftsg.org/trouble/> 

African spurred tortoise (Geochelone 
sulcata) listed in CITES Appendix II © 
cliff1066 

♦ Name: Name: Adenia olaboensis 
♦ CITES listing:CITES listing: Appendix II 
(included at CoP15) 
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: No export 
quotas reported for 2010 (see <http://
www.cites.org/common/quotas/2010/
ExportQuotas2010.pdf>) 
♦ International trade levels (CoP15 International trade levels (CoP15 
Prop.35, March 2010) : Prop.35, March 2010) : All Adenia 
species are caudiciform (stem) succu-
lents, in trade as adult specimens 

(IUCN/SSC Cactus and Succulent Specialist Group, 1997); 
also traded internationally as seedlings; between 2003 and 
2006, 680 seedlings legally exported from Madagascar; ex-
ports declined from 387 in 2004 to 0 in 2006; found for sale 
on the Internet (typical prices: 10 seeds for 11 Euro, or 
plants approximately 1 m high for 49.50 Euro). 

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Not yet assessed 
♦ Threats: Threats: Overcollection for ornamental plant trade; habitat 

degradation caused by fire, charcoal and fuel wood extrac-
tion, and agriculture  

♦ Range StatesRange States: : Madagascar (Betioky District in Ampandran-
dava, north of Belo in Tsiribihina, in Antsalova, and in the 
Toliara, Mahajanga and Fianarantsoa Provinces) 

♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: IUCN Cactus and Succulent Specialist 
Group <http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/
species/about_ssc/specialist_groups/
directory_specialist_groups/directory_sg_plants/
ssc_cactus_succulent/> 

Adenia olaboensis included 
in CITES Appendix II © 
unknown 

Anglophone Africa:Anglophone Africa:  

Species Survival Network 
c/o Born Free Foundation 
3 Grove House; Foundry  Lane 
Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 5PL, 
UK 
Tel: +44-403-240170 
Fax: +441-403-327-838 
E-mail: willtravers@ssn.org;  
Shelley@bornfree.org.uk 
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Will Travers,  
President 

Alice Stroud, 
Coordinator 

Shelley Waterland, 
Coordinator 

SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber SSN Member of the Month: Fondation Franz Weber         
  

Organization Profile:Organization Profile:  
  

Founder:Founder: Franz Weber   
Date of Creation: Date of Creation: 1975  
Mission Statement: Mission Statement: Promote the protection of nature and fauna worldwide.  
Offices Located in: Offices Located in: Switzerland 
Projects in Africa Located in: Projects in Africa Located in: Togo  
Website: Website: http://www.ffw.ch/  

 

Project of Regional Interest: Project of Regional Interest:   Managing the Managing the Managing the Managing the Managing the Managing the Managing the Managing the 
National Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of FazaoNational Park of Fazao--------Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-Malfakassa in Togo and Con-
tributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debatestributing to CITES Debates    
In May 1990, the government of Togo gave  the man-
agement of the national park of Fazao-Malfakassa to 
the Fondation Franz Weber (FFW) for 25 years. This 
park is the largest protected reserve in Togo and shel-
ters numerous CITES listed species including African 
elephants, various primate species and numerous 
reptiles such as monitor lizards and pythons. The 
Foundation is responsible for the protection of the 
park and funds nine forestry brigades that cover the 
entire area of the park. The FFW was also actively in-
volved in promoting the adoption of the 1989 ivory trade ban at CITES CoP7 and has 
actively contributed since then to the CITES debates on the protection of elephants in 
support of the African range States that wish to maintain the ban. 
 

Contact Information:Contact Information: 

 

CITES Protected Species of the Month 

Working within CITES to facilitate the Working within CITES to facilitate the 
participation of  African countriesparticipation of  African countries  

Francophone Africa:Francophone Africa:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Species Survival Network 
511 NW 8th St 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
USA 
Tel/Fax: 1 541 758 2049 
Email: 
alicestroud@ssn.org 

Species  Surv ival  Network’s  Species  Surv ival  Network’s  
Afr ica  Regional  BureauAfr ica  Regional  Bureau   

Vera Weber 
Case postale 
CH-1820 Montreux 
Suisse 
Telephone: +41 (21) 964 24 24 
Fax: +41 (21) 964 57 36 

Email: veraweber @ ffw.ch    

Village next to the national park of 
Fazao-Malfakassa © Fondation Franz 
Weber. 


