
More than 1,200 par-
ticipants from over 150 
governments and numerous 
observer organizations met 
in Doha, Qatar, from 13-25 
March 2010 for the 15th 
Meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to CITES. 
During an intense two-
week meeting, government 
delegates reached decisions 
on 42 listing proposals 
affecting CITES protection 
for high profile species 
such as African elephant, 
Nile crocodile, eight 
sharks, Atlantic blue-
fin tuna, corals and 
several plants. 
CITES Party dele-
gates also reviewed 
68 working docu-
ments addressing 
various aspects of 
implementation of 
the Convention, in-
cluding important 
issues such as the 
adoption of measures 
to stop poaching of 
rhinoceroses for their 
horn and the growing 
threat presented by 

use of the Internet for ille-
gal trade in CITES-listed 
species. 

Despite the rejection of 
key proposals for marine 
species, this meeting was 
marked by substantial con-
servation victories for the 
African region. In this issue 
of CITES Afrique, SSN 
reflects on these victories, 
and on some of the less 
positive outcomes of the 
meeting. This issue also 
celebrates the success of 
the 23 member countries of 

Follow-up on the Fifteenth Meeting of the CITES CoP 

♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that the recommen-
dation to suspend trade in 
specimens of CITES-listed 
species with Mauritania for 
failure to provide annual 
reports for three consecu-
tive years has been with-
drawn, effective 19 March 
2010. The Secretariat has 
now received Mauritania’s 
annual reports for the years 
2002 to 2009. However, a 
2004 recommendation to 
suspend commercial trade 
in specimens of CITES-
listed species with Maurita-
nia due to its failure to 
submit a CITES Legisla-
tion Plan, draft legislation 
or enacted legislation re-

mains in effect (CITES 
Notification No2010/003). 
SSN congratulates Mauri-
tania for submitting its 
national reports and en-
courages it to comply with 
the outstanding legislative 
requirements. 
♦The Secretariat informed 
Parties that a 2004 recom-
mendation to suspend trade 
in specimens of CITES-
listed species with Rwanda 
due to its failure to show 
good progress in the adop-
tion of legislation for im-
plementing the Convention 
was lifted on 22 March 
2010. The suspension was 
lifted because Rwanda 
submitted to the CITES 

Secretariat a Draft Wildlife 
(Conservation and Man-
agement) Act, developed 
under a CITES Legislation 
Plan (CITES Notification 
No2010/004). SSN con-
gratulates Rwanda for pro-
gress made towards the 
enactment of CITES legis-
lation. 
♦The Secretariat published 
the amendments to CITES 
Appendix I and II resulting 
from CoP15 and the CoP15 
summary records. Parties 
can submit corrections to 
the summary records to the 
Secretariat by 29 May 2010 
(CITES Notifications 
No2010/005-006). 

Important CITES DatesImportant CITES Dates  
  

• 9-12 May 2010: conference of the Animal Transpor-
tation Association (ATA) 

• 17-20 May 2010: regional workshop on CITES non-
detriment findings, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

• 22 May 2010: international day for biological diver-
sity 

• 29 May 2010: deadline to submit edits to the CoP15 
summary records to the CITES Secretariat 

• 23 June 2010: entry into force of the amendments to 
the Appendices, Resolutions and Decisions adopted 
at CoP15  
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Latest CITES Postings and Notifications 

the African Elephant Coali-
tion in defeating the pro-
posals submitted by Zam-
bia and Tanzania to trans-
fer their elephant popula-
tions from CITES Appen-
dix I to Appendix II and to 
allow sales of ivory. The 
SSN team warmly con-
gratulates the members of 
the African Elephant Coali-
tion, and thanks the mem-
ber countries for their con-
siderable effort during the 
meeting towards ensuring 
that CITES’ protection of 

elephants would not be 
weakened . This vic-
tory strongly affirms 
the role of the Coali-
tion as an important 
pro-conservation vot-
ing block within 
CITES. 
 
Congratulations on a 
job well done! 
 
Will Travers, Shelley 
Waterland and Alice 
Stroud, SSN Africa 
Regional Bureau 
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Future of Gorillas in Africa Compromised 

VOLUME 3 ,  ISSUE 1  

East, where demand is driven by zoos and 
individuals with private collections of 
rare animals.  

Killing of goril-
las for the bush-
meat trade is a major cause of population 
declines. Most gorilla bushmeat appears 
to be sold locally, while the international 

trade in bushmeat “appears to be very 
limited and seems to take place between 
neighboring gorilla range States”. Be-
cause the trade in gorilla meat is illegal, 
accurate figures on the number of gorillas 
killed each year for bushmeat are difficult 
to compile. However, the UNEP/Interpol 
report cites a 2009 investigation in Congo 
by Endangered Species International 
which found that in the Kouilou area up 
to two gorillas a week are killed for the 

bushmeat markets of Point 
Noire  (about 100 km away). Mi-
litias in eastern DRC seem to be 
behind much of the illegal trade 
in minerals, charcoal, bush-
meat,  and timber- trade that may 
be worth several hundred million 
dollars a year and which impacts 
both gorillas and their habitat. 
 

   The report concludes with nine 
recommendations aimed primar-
ily at increasing international 
collaboration and joint enforce-
ment efforts. The full report is 

available on the Great Apes Survival 
Partnership website at http://

www.unep.org/grasp/ .  

      In an alarming report, The Last Stand 
of the Gorilla – Environmental Crime 

and Conflict in the Congo Basin, pub-
lished in March 2010 and launched at 
CoP15, the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and Interpol warned 
that gorillas are under renewed threat 
across the Congo Basin from Nigeria to 
the Albertine Rift. The report identified 
the main threats affecting the species 
(poaching for bushmeat, loss and degra-
dation of habitat, climate change and 
diseases such as ebola and those passed 
from humans to gorillas) and predicted 
that gorillas may disappear from large 
parts of their range by the mid 2020s 
unless urgent action is taken to address 
these threats. 
 

   Scientists (and the CITES Appendices) 
now recognize two species of gorilla, the 
critically endangered Western gorilla 
(Gorilla gorilla) and the endangered 
Eastern (Gorilla beringei), both listed in 
CITES Appendix I. The UNEP/Interpol 
report found that gorillas are targeted for 
illegal international trade, and that trade 
is a persistent threat to the species. Desti-
nations for trade in live gorillas have 
included Southeast Asia and the Middle 
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   Proposals submitted by the United Re-
public of Tanzania and Zambia to transfer 
their elephant populations from Appendix 
I to Appendix II and to trade internation-
ally in a total of 111,500 kilograms of 
elephant ivory were rejected at CoP15 
after intense debate on the floor. During 
the debate, members of the African Ele-
phant Coalition (AEC), a coalition of 23 
African elephant range States, 
successfully defended their posi-
tion that elephant conservation 
must be secured and strengthened 
before allowing additional ele-
phant ivory sales or transferring 
additional populations to Appen-
dix II.  
 

   The AEC also brought attention 
to the fact that these proposals 
were submitted despite a nine-
year moratorium on submission of 
ivory trade proposals agreed to at 
CoP14 in 2007. Although the 
precise wording of the morato-
rium  was limited to countries 
with African elephant popula-
tions already in Appendix II and, 

thus, did not explicitly cover Tanzania 
and Zambia, the AEC argued that the 
spirit of the agreement, as understood by 
African participants in compromise dis-
cussions at the time, was that no ivory 
trade proposals of any kind should be 
submitted.  The moratorium was to start 
following the ‘one-off’ sale of 105,000 
kilograms of ivory from Botswana, Na-

mibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe to 
China and Japan, which took place in 
October/November 2008. According to 
AEC’s interpretation, no elephant ivory 
trade proposals should have been submit-
ted to the CoP until 2017. Despite the 
Parties’ rejection of an AEC proposal 
intended in part to amend the moratorium 
so that it truly reflected the original 

agreement, the vote to reject the 
Zambia and Tanzania proposals 
implicitly followed AEC’s inter-
pretation. The vote to reject further 
downlistings is a strong victory for 
elephant conservation that should 
allow African elephant range 
States to focus on the implementa-
tion of the African Elephant Action 
Plan, adopted by consensus at 
CoP15, which defines priorities for 
action on elephant conservation. 
 

   SSN warmly congratulates mem-
bers of the AEC for this victory 
and for their commitment to strong 
measures for elephant conserva-
tion.  

African Elephant Coalition Successful in Defeating Ivory Trade Proposals 

Mountain Gorilla 
(Gorilla beringei), 
CITES Appendix I - © 
Eric Brewer (above) ; 
Cover of the 
UNEP/Interpol report 
(right) 

Members of the African Elephant Coalition in front of the CITES CoP15 Conference 
Center, Doha, Qatar March 2010. 
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Capacity-building corner 
♦ UNEP, The Last Stand of the Gorilla – 
Environmental Crime and Conflict in 
the Congo Basin, March 2010, avail-
able at 
<http://www.grida.no/publications/rr/gorilla/> 
 
Useful websites: 

Useful publications: 
♦ African Elephant Action Plan available 
at <www.cites.org/common/cop/15/inf/E15i-
68.pdf> 

♦ Wasser et al., Elephants, Ivory and 
Trade, SCIENCE VOL 327 12 March 
2010. 

♦ <www.bloodyivory.org/> website provid-
ing detailed information on elephant 
poaching, illegal ivory trade and sei-
zures  and elephant populations in Af-
rican range States.  

 

Please contact the SSN Africa Regional 
Bureau if you need help with translation. 

at CoP15. The gathering honored the 
heroic efforts of wildlife law enforcement 
officers, who often put their lives in jeop-
ardy to protect wildlife and uphold the 
rule of law. The Awards are named in 
memory of the former head of law en-
forcement for the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and are sponsored by 
SSN and by a SSN Member organization 
the Animal Welfare Institute.  
 

   Please check the SSN website for more 
information. 

   SSN was proud to present the prestig-
ious 2010 Clark R. Bavin Wildlife Law 
Enforcement Awards to recipients from 
Israel, India, the United States, Kenya, 
China, the United Kingdom, Denmark, 
and the Philippines in a ceremony at-
tended by hundreds of delegates present 

New CITES Listings for Malagasy Plant Species  

   At CoP15, CITES Parties rejected 
every proposal for marine species. These 
included proposals to include red and 
pink corals (Corallium spp. and Para-
corallium spp.) and the scalloped ham-
merhead, oceanic whitetip, porbeagle and 
spiny dogfish sharks (Sphyma lewini, 
Carcharhinus longimanus, Lamna nasus 
and Squalus acanthias) in CITES Appen-
dix II, as well as a pro-
posal to list the Atlantic 
bluefin tuna (Thunnus 
thynnus) in CITES Ap-
pendix I. These deci-
sions raised concerns 
within the conservation 
community, both be-
cause CITES listings 
should be key to bring-
ing the growing interna-
tional trade of these 
species under control 
and because the deci-
sions seemed to go 
against  the best avail-
able science, including 

findings by the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Administration (FAO).  
 

   During the debates, concerns were 
raised about the demand for shark fin 
soup driving shark species to extinction. 
The volume of internationally traded fins 
reached 14,000 metric tons in the last 
year, a trade worth more than US$308 

million. Similarly, it was noted that the 
increase in international demand for spe-
cies from the genus Corallium, driven by 
the jewelry industry, had contributed to 
serial depletions of most known popula-
tions of pink and red corals and that new 
stocks had been rapidly exhausted shortly 
after their discovery. Concerns were also 
raised about excessive levels of interna-

tional trade, including 
illegal trade, in Atlantic 
bluefin tuna, a species 
particularly vulnerable to 
overexploitation because 
it is a late-maturing, low-
productivity species, with 
two to three years be-
tween spawnings. 
    
   Please contact the SSN 
Africa Regional Bureau 
for more information on 
what led to the rejection 
of CITES listing for these 
commercially valuable 
marine species. 

Efforts to Strengthen Marine Species’ Protection Fail 

Committee to review and gather informa-
tion on the Malagasy plant taxa proposed 
for listing at CoP15 but not adopted, re-
view and gather further information on 
Malagasy species  which 
would benefit from CITES 
listing, and identify 
mechanisms to help build 

   Seven of 12 endemic succulent plant 
species proposed at CoP15 by Madagas-
car for listing on CITES Appendix II 
were adopted by the Parties. Among 
those approved were two critically endan-
gered species (Operculicarya pachypus 
and Cyphostemma montagnacii) and two 
endangered species (Operculicarya hy-
phaenoides and Zygosicyos pubescens). 
The Parties also adopted two Decisions 
which, inter alia, direct the CITES Plants 

capacity to carry out non-detriment find-
ings for currently listed Malagasy  spe-
cies. Madagascar also succeeded in ex-
tending current CITES protection for two 
endemic palms to cover trade in their 
seeds.  
 

   SSN warmly congratulates the govern-
ment of Madagascar for its success in 
strengthening measures for the protection 
of these endemic plant species. 

Cyphostemma montagnacii 
included in CITES Appendix II at 

CoP15 ©  Bihrmann.com  

Bavin Wildlife Law Enforcement Awards Recipients For 2010 

 

 

Porbeagle ((((Lamna nasus , , , , © NOAA); ; ; ; Scalloped Hammerhead (Sphyma lewini, ©B.Peters); Pink and Red 
Coral (Corallium spp. and Paracorallium spp.,  ©Yoruno );  Atlantic Bluefin Tuna (Thunnus thynnus , ©T. 
Puchner ); Oceanic Whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus, ©N. & M., bubbleinsights ); Spiny Dogfish 
(Squalus acanthias, ©EPA). 
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Mary Rice, Head of Campaigns 
EIA 
62-63 Upper Street 
LONDON N1 0NY 
T: +44 (207) 354 79 60 
F: +44 (207) 354 79 61 
E: maryrice@eia-international.org 

Call for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representation    

The Species Survival Network’s Africa Regional Bureau is 
engaged in a capacity building effort which involves local 
non-governmental organizations and the Press. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you need help with CITES 
issues, if you wish to submit article ideas for the newslet-

ter or if you wish to apply for SSN membership.  

Hihhhttp://www.nmfs .noaa.gov/pr/about/links .htm#tu 

♦ Name: Name: African Pillow Coral; no French com-
mon name (Siderastrea savignyana)  
♦ CITES listing: CITES listing: Appendix II 
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: No export quotas re-
ported for 2010 (see <http://www.cites.org/
common/quotas/2010/ExportQuotas2010.pdf>) 
♦ CITES trade levels (WCMC Trade Database CITES trade levels (WCMC Trade Database 
2010): 2010): Between 2000 and 2009, 4 live corals, 15 
specimens, 80.02 kg of raw coral and 27 raw 
corals of Siderastrea spp. and 3 raw African Pil-
low Corals (Siderastrea savignyana) were traded; 
main exporters were Belize, Yemen and the Neth-
erlands Antilles and main importers were the 

United States and Italy. 
♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Least Concern (IUCN 2008) 
♦ Threats: Threats: Habitat loss/degradation; secondary human impacts such as 
pollution and diving; disease; climate change; international trade 

♦ Range StatesRange States: : Djibouti, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Ku-
wait, Madagascar, Maldives, Mozambique, Myanmar, Oman, Palau, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Taiwan, 
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela 

♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: Green and Shirley, The Global Trade in Corals, 
WCMC Biodiversity Series No. 10, 1999 available at <www.unep-
wcmc.org>; Coral Identification Guide available at <http://
www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/conservation/marine-and-
coastal/fishing/coral-id-guide.pdf>; Overview of Coral Products in 
Trade and Relevant Resolutions, AC22 Inf. 8 available on the CITES 
website. 

African Pillow Coral
(Siderastrea savignyana) 
listed in CITES Appendix 
II © UAE corals 

♦ Name: Name: Cyphostemma montagnacii  
♦ CITES listing:CITES listing: Appendix II (included at 
CoP15) 
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: No export quotas 
reported for 2010 (see <http://www.cites.org/
common/quotas/2010/ExportQuotas2010.pdf>) 
♦ International trade levels : International trade levels : Traded as seeds, 
potted plants and seedlings; trade is increasing; 
between 2003 and 2006, 202 seedlings were 
legally exported from Madagascar; exports de-
clined from 200 exported in 2004 to 0 in 2005 
and 2 in 2006. The species is offered on the 
Internet (typical price: potted plants for up to 27 
Euro). 
♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Not yet assessed by IUCN 
but species reported to meet the criteria for list-
ing as Critically Endangered in the IUCN Red 

List (see CoP15 Prop. 41 available at <http://www.cites.org/eng/
cop/15/prop/E-15-Prop-41.pdf> 

♦ Threats: Threats: Overcollection for international trade; degradation and 
loss of habitat due to anthropomorphic pressures (fires, collec-
tion of stones as building materials). 

♦ Range StatesRange States: : Endemic to Madagascar with very small range. 
♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: Newman, Madagascar Significant Trade – 
Plants Report for CITES Secretariat, 2003, PC 13 Inf. 8 avail-
able on the CITES website. 

Cyphostemma 
montagnacii in-
cluded in CITES 
Appendix II at 
CoP15 © 
Bihrmann.com  

Anglophone Africa:Anglophone Africa:  

Species Survival Network 
c/o Born Free Foundation 
3 Grove House; Foundry  Lane 
Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 5PL, 
UK 
Tel: +44-403-240170 
Fax: +441-403-327-838 
E-mail: willtravers@ssn.org;  
Shelley@bornfree.org.uk 
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Will Travers,  
President 

Alice Stroud, 
Coordinator 

Shelley Waterland, 
Coordinator 

SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the SSN Member of the Month: The Royal Society for the         

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA)        
  

Organization Profile:Organization Profile:  
  

Chief Executive Officer: Chief Executive Officer:  Mark Watts  
Date of Creation: Date of Creation: 1824  
Mission Statement: Mission Statement: To prevent cruelty, to promote kindness and to alleviate suffering of 
animals by all lawful means.  
Offices Located in: Offices Located in: United Kingdom 
Website: Website: http://www.rspca.org.uk/ 

 

Project of Local Interest: Project of Local Interest: Monitoring of illegal and inter-Monitoring of illegal and inter-
national wildlife trade and its impact on threatened and endan-national wildlife trade and its impact on threatened and endan-
gered speciesgered species  
 

The RSPCA investigates matters linked to the entry of live ani-
mals in the European Union to assess the potential impact of 
legal and illegal international trade on threatened and endan-
gered species in the wild. The RSPCA has published reports 
regarding the increasing illegal international trade in tortoises 
and the growing trade in reptiles for pets to raise awareness on 
the risks of this trade on wild species originating from Africa 
and other parts of the world. This work is combined with lobby-
ing and capacity-building activities (such as enforcement train-
ing and the training of non-governmental organizations) to 
strengthen the implementation of CITES worldwide. 
  

Contact Information:Contact Information: 

 

CITES Protected Species of the Month 

Working within CITES to facilitate the Working within CITES to facilitate the 
participation of  African countriesparticipation of  African countries  

Francophone Africa:Francophone Africa:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Species Survival Network 
511 NW 8th St 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
USA 
Tel/Fax: 1 541 758 2049 
Email: 
alicestroud@ssn.org 

Species  Surv ival  Network’s  Species  Surv ival  Network’s  
Afr ica  Regional  BureauAfr ica  Regional  Bureau   

Robert Atkinson 
RSPCA 
Wilberforce Way 
Southwater 
Horsham, RH13 9RS 
United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 1403 79 32 05  
Email: ratkins@rspca.org.uk 

Intercepted Tortoise Ship-
ment © RSPCA 


