
The Africa Regional 
Bureau of the Species Sur-
vival Network (SSN) would 
like to use the February 
issue of CITES Afrique as 
an opportunity to congratu-
late the region for the crea-
tion of an African 
Elephant Coalition 
in Bamako, Mali 
on 6th – 7th Febru-
ary 2008.  SSN 
strongly supports 
this initiative and 
warmly congratu-
lates the govern-
ments of the region 
for this important 
step, one likely to 
contribute greatly 
to the conservation 

of their elephant popula-
tions. 

 

In this issue, you will 
also find information about 
a regional project on the 
conservation of mountain 
gorillas (Gorilla beringei 

beringei) in Rwanda, 
Uganda and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and 
about a local initiative for 
the conservation of CITES-
protected species in the 
Bafing Fauna Reserve in 
Mali. 

 

If you wish to receive 
more information about 
these local initiatives, 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact us. 

 

Best wishes and thank you 
for your work on the con-
servation of species. 
 

Will Travers, Shelley Wa-
terland and Alice Stroud, 
SSN Africa Regional Bu-
reau 

Creation of an African Elephant Coalition 

♦The CITES Secretariat 
issued a recommendation to 
suspend trade with Chad, 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Ga-
bon, Guinea, Mozambique, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, the 
Sudan and Swaziland for 
failure to submit the ques-
tionnaire seeking informa-
tion regarding the control 
of ivory trade by 31 De-
cember 2007 (CITES Noti-
fication No.2008/011). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has informed Parties that 
they should provide input 
on the indicators to be de-
veloped for each objective 
of the Strategic Vision by 
March 15, 2008 (CITES 
Notification No. 2008/009). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has informed Parties about 
the conditions imposed by 
the Philippines for the sus-
pension concerning the 
issuance of import permits 
for birds of wild origin 

(CITES Notification No. 
2008/008). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has informed Parties of the 
decisions reached by Stand-
ing Committee via postal 
procedure regarding ranch-
ing operations in Madagas-
car; national laws for im-
plementation of the Con-
vention in Algeria, the Bo-
livarian Republic of Vene-
zuela, Djibouti, Guinea 
Bissau, Kenya, Liberia, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, 
Rwanda, Somalia and 
South Africa; and the Re-
view of Significant Trade 
for Psittacus erithacus in 
Cameroon, Ivory Coast, 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone (CITES Notification 
No. 2008/004). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
requested that range States 
submit their reports to the 
Standing Committee on 
their progress in imple-
menting Resolution 
Conf.12.5, Conservation of 

and trade in tigers and other 
Appendix-I Asian big cat 
species, by 31 March 2008 
(CITES Notification 
2008/003). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has circulated updates of 
the CITES Directory and 
Registers (CITES Notifica-
tion 2008/005). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has informed Parties that 
the Management Authority 
of Thailand will stop affix-
ing security stamps on its 
permits and certificates 
from 1 February 2008 
(CITES Notification 
2008/006). 
♦The CITES Secretariat 
has posted information 
about registration to attend 
AC and PC meetings 
(CITES Notifications 
2007/047 and 2007/048). 
The deadline for Parties to 
register is 1 April for the 
PC meeting and 5 April for 
the AC meeting. 

Latest CITES Postings and Notifications 

Important CITES DatesImportant CITES Dates  
  

• 15 March 2008: deadline for input on the defini-
tion of indicators for the objectives of the Strategic 
Vision (CITES Notification No. 2008/009) 

• 31 March 2008: deadline for report on progress in 
implementing Resolution Conf.12.5 on trade in 
tigers (CITES Notification No. 2008/003) 

• 1 and 5 April: registration deadlines for meetings 
of the Plants and Animals Committees respectively 

• 14-26 April 2008 and 14-18 July 2008: meetings 
of the Plants and Animals Committees and of the 
Standing Committee in Geneva, Switzerland 
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CITES Parties are obliged to comply 
with all provisions of the Convention. 
The CITES compliance scheme empha-
sizes the following obligations as par-
ticularly important: 
♦  “a) designating Management Author-
ity(ies) and Scientific Authority(ies) 
(Article IX); 
♦  b) permitting trade in CITES-listed 
specimens only to the extent consistent 
with the procedures laid down in the 
Convention (Articles III, IV, V, VI, VII 
and XV); 
♦  c) taking appropriate domestic meas-
ures to enforce the provisions of 
the Convention and prohibit 
trade in violation thereof 
(Article VIII, paragraph 1); 
♦  d) maintaining records of 
trade and submitting periodic 
reports (Article VIII, para-
graphs 7 and 8); and 
♦  e) responding as soon as 
possible to communications of 
the Secretariat related to infor-
mation that a species included 
in Appendix I or II is being 
adversely affected by trade in 
specimens of that species or 
that the provisions of the Con-
vention are not being effectively 
implemented 
(Article XIII).” (CITES Resolu-
tion Conf.14.3 on CITES Com-
pliance Procedures) 
 

CITES Resolution 

Conf.14.3 includes a collaborative 
“non-adversarial” process that may 
result in the imposition of sanctions on 
Parties that do not comply with the 
Convention. The process includes: ad-
vice and assistance; request for special 
reporting; issuance of a formal caution; 
recommendation for the adoption of 
specific capacity-building actions; in-
country assistance, technical assessment 
and verification; public notification of 
non-compliance; issuance of a warning 
to the Party concerned that it is in non-
compliance; the possibility of entering 
into a compliance action plan; suspen-

sion of rights and privileges (such as a 
temporary suspension of commercial or 
all trade in specimens of one or more 
CITES-listed species). 
 

Recommendations to suspend trade in 
specimens of CITES-listed species are 
made by the Conference of the Parties 
and the Standing Committee. Such a rec-
ommendation may be adopted in situa-
tions where “a Party’s compliance mat-
ter is unresolved and persistent and the 
Party is showing no intention to achieve 
compliance or a State not a Party is not 
issuing the documentation referred to in 

Article X of the Conven-
tion.” Recommendations to 
suspend trade are “always 
specifically and explicitly 
based on the Convention and 
on any applicable Resolu-
tions and Decisions of the 
Conference of the Parties.”  
 

   The CITES Secretariat 
keeps a table of recommen-
dations to suspend trade that 
are currently in force on the 
CITES website at <http://
www.cites.org/eng/news/sundry/
trade_suspension.shtml>. 
 

   Please don’t hesitate to 
contact SSN if you have 
questions related to CITES 
compliance. Our team of 
lawyers and specialists is 
available to assist you. 

Critically endangered mountain goril-
las (Gorilla beringei beringei) have been 
decimated by poaching and conflicts in 
recent decades. Today 700 mountain 
gorillas survive in the 
wild. Thanks to con-
tinuous conservation 
measures, the number 
is creeping up. About 
360 live in the area of 
the Virunga volcanoes 
straddling Rwanda, 
Uganda and the De-
mocratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC).  

 

However, threats 
to the survival of 
mountain gorillas 
appear to be increas-
ing, and in response to 
the slaughter of at 
least ten mountain 
gorillas in the Virunga 
National Park (DRC), 
Rwanda, the DRC and Uganda have 
launched a ten-year conservation project 
to improve security for the species in the 

will address threats such as poaching and 
habitat encroachment. The three countries 
are also committed to strengthen and 
harmonize their policies and laws relating 

to the conservation of 
protected areas and to 
continue developing 
various transboundary 
conservation initiatives 
(Kampala AFP, Febru-
ary 2008). 

 

SSN congratulates 
Rwanda, Uganda and 
the DRC for their strong 
commitment to the con-
servation of mountain 
gorillas and hope this 
new project is a great 
success. 

 

   If you have any ques-
tions about the harmful 
effects of international 
trade on great apes, 

please do not hesitate to contact the SSN 
Africa Regional Bureau. 
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Confiscated Wildlife Products - Picture by Steve Hillebrand, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Virungas. This project, funded by the 
Dutch government and supported by the 
International Gorilla Conservation Pro-
gramme (a coalition between WWF, Afri-

can Wildlife Foundation and Fauna and 
Flora International), will target the pro-
tection of gorillas and their habitat and 

♦ Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Name: Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla beringei beringei)   
♦ CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: CITES listing: Appendix I 
♦ IUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classificationIUCN classification: : : : Critically Endangered  
♦ Range: Range: Range: Range: Range: Range: Range: Range: the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, 
Uganda 
♦ Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: Population estimate: 700  
♦ Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: dense forests, tropical rain forests and edges, wet 
lowland forests (GRASP, 2007) 
♦ Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: Main threats: habitat loss, poaching for juveniles, hunting for 
commercial bushmeat trade, exposure to diseases (GRASP 
2007) 
♦ Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: Lifespan: 53 years in captivity, 35 years in the wild (GRASP, 
2007) 
♦ Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: Low Reproduction rate: gestation of 8 to 9.5 months; age of 
reproduction  is 10 years old for male and 7 years old for females 

Mountain Gorilla (Gorilla beringei) - Picture provided by the Rwanda 
Tourism Board (http://www.rwandatourism.com/primate.htm) 

Joint Project on the Conservation of Mountain Gorillas Between the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda and Rwanda  
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rounding communities about the impor-
tance of the conservation of species pro-
tected in the Reserve and about the need 
to eradicate threats to their habitat and 
survival (bushfires, grazing, poaching, 
habitat loss and mutilations of animals 
induced during the collection of wood 
from the forest are the main threats af-
fecting species in the Reserve). SSN met 
with representatives from a consortium of 
local organizations in Bamako, Mali on 
February 9, 2008, to discuss ways in 
which SSN members could strengthen 
their cooperation with local Malian 
groups and assist them with their work in 
the field. This meeting, coordinated by 
Mr. Bourama Niagate, Executive Director 
of the Association Malienne pour l’Étude 
la Protection l’Aménagement de la Na-
ture et de l’Environnement (AMEPANE) 
and Director of the National Park and of 
the Biosphere Reserve of the Boucle du 

Baoulé, led to a very constructive ex-
change and very encouraging prospects 
for strengthened collaboration.  
 

SSN congratulates the government 
of Mali for its renewed efforts on the 
conservation of species in the Bafing 
Fauna Reserve. SSN also wishes to 
warmly thank the representatives of local 
groups for their generous welcome in 
Bamako and for their commitment to 
stronger conservation efforts on behalf of 
species in the region. SSN and its mem-
bers are very much looking forward to 
working in 
close collabo-
ration with 
local Malian 
organizations 
in the near 
future. 

The Bafing Fauna Reserve is a pro-
tected area in Southern Mali which cov-
ers 158,989 ha and includes a Chimpan-
zee Sanctuary. Experts estimate that this 
protected area shelters a vast array of 
protected plants and about 260 animal 
species, including numerous CITES-
listed species such as West African chim-
panzees (Pan troglodytes verus), hippo-
potamuses (Hippopotamus amphibius), 
rhinoceroses (Diceros bicornis), lions 
(Panthera leo), leopards (Panthera par-
dus) and white-backed vultures (Gyps 
africanus) (Niagate 2008).  
 

The government of Mali, in close 
cooperation with a consortium of local 
non-governmental organizations and with 
support from SSN member the Born Free 
Foundation, is actively working towards 
the reinforcement of the conservation of 
species in this Reserve. Local conserva-
tion initiatives focus on educating sur-

On 6-7 February 2008, delegates from 
fourteen African countries representing 
the Central, Eastern and Western Africa 
subregions met in Bamako, Mali to for-
malize the creation of the first African 
Elephant Coalition established to 
strengthen the conservation of African 
elephants. After two days of negotiations, 
the delegates proclaimed the creation of a 
coalition of like-minded countries which 
have joined forces to facilitate the imple-
mentation of the Decisions and Resolu-
tions adopted at CoP14 on elephant con-
servation and manage-
ment. By taking this his-
toric and united step in 
the fight against the ille-
gal ivory trade, these Af-
rican nations are sending 
a clear message to the 
world and demonstrating 
their commitment to 
stronger elephant conser-
vation. The creation of 
this African Elephant 
Coalition, formalized in 
Bamako, was inspired by 
the work of an informal 
coalition of 21 African 

countries that supported the 20-year 
moratorium on ivory trade proposed by 
Kenya and Mali at CoP14 (June 2007). 
 

SSN wishes to warmly congratulate 
delegates on the creation of the African 
Elephant Coalition and also wishes to 
thank the host governments of Mali and 
Kenya for organizing the Bamako meet-
ing. The International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW, a member of SSN) fa-
cilitated this important event. SSN and 
the Born Free Foundation participated in 

the Coalition 
meeting as ob-
servers. 
 

   Despite the fact 
that most African 
elephant popula-

tions are on CITES Appendix I, and de-
spite the existence of a general ban (with 
limited exceptions) on the international 
trade in ivory  for commercial purposes, 
estimated volumes of elephant ivory 
seized around the world continue to rise. 
Between 1998 and 2007, seize ivory 
amounted to at least 182,000kg (182 met-
ric tons), representing the death of more 
than 29,000 elephants. The adoption of a 
moratorium on international ivory trade - 
the “resting period” of nine years 
(following a one-off sale of stockpiled 
ivory from Botswana, Namibia, South 
Africa and Zimbabwe to Japan) agreed at 
CoP14 in June 2007 - offers a valuable 
opportunity to put in place a coordinated 
and effective response to the threat of 
illegal trade and stronger elephant conser-

vation measures. The seizure of 
13 elephant tusks  in Namibia, 
80 kg of raw and worked ivory  
seized in Kenya and 20 tusks in 
Cameroon (allAfrica.com Janu-
ary 2008 and IFAW February 
2008) confirms the continuing 
urgency of the situation. 
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A Coalition of African States for Stronger Elephant Conservation  

♦ Lion Conservation in West and Central 
Africa - Reference Document for the 
Douala Workshop, Cameroon, October 
2005 (in French) available at 
<http://www.wildlife-
conserva-
tion.org/var/plain/storage/original/application/
cb255c9e2ddfaff4eb9275b245117570.pdf>  

 

Useful websites: 
♦ <http://www.cites.org/eng/news/sundry/trade_

suspension.shtml> CITES table of recom-

Useful publications: 
♦ GRASP fact sheet on mountain gorillas 

<http://www.unep.org/grasp/docs/Gorilla.pdf>  
♦ Fact Sheet on the white-backed vulture 
(Gyps africanus) available in English 
and in French at  
<http://www.oiseaux.net/oiseaux/vautour.afric
ain.html> 

♦ Defenders of Wildlife Lion Fact Sheet 
available at 
<http://www.defenders.org/wildlife_and_habit
at/wildlife/lion.php> 

mendations to suspend trade that are 
currently in force.  

♦ <http://www.catsg.org/catsgportal/20_catsg-

website/home/index_en.htm> IUCN SSC 
Cat Specialist Group  

♦ <http://www.oiseaux.net/>  gives detailed 
information on birds including refer-
ences, pictures and biological data and 
is available in English and in French. 

 

Please contact the SSN Africa Regional 
Bureau if you need help with translation. 

Lion (Panthera leo) listed in CITES 
Appendix II   

Capacity-building Corner 

Conservation of Fauna in the Bafing Reserve in Mali 

Delegations surrounding his Excellency Aghatam AG 
Alhassane, Malian Minister for the Environment and Sanitation during the African Elephant Coali-
tion meeting in Bamako, Mali, February 2008 



SSN Member of the Month: The International Primate SSN Member of the Month: The International Primate   
Protection League (IPPL)Protection League (IPPL) 

  

Organization Profile:Organization Profile:  
  

President: President: Dr. Shirley McGreal  
Date of creation: Date of creation: 1973  
Mission Statement: Mission Statement: Working for the well-being of primates around the world. 
Offices located in: Offices located in: Summerville, SC, USA and London, England. 
Projects in Africa located in: Projects in Africa located in: Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Congo, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, South Africa 
Website: Website: http://www.ippl.org 

 

Local Project: Local Project: Supporting Primate Rescue Centers and Contribut-Supporting Primate Rescue Centers and Contribut-
ing to Wildlife Crime Investigations.ing to Wildlife Crime Investigations.  
 

IPPL helps support primate rescue centers in many African nations. 
IPPL has worked in partnership with the Arcus Foundation to help 
Limbe Wildlife Centre in Cameroon, Tacugama in Sierra Leone, Lola ya 
Bonobo in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Habitat Écologique 
et Liberté des Primates (H.E.L.P.) in the Congo (Brazzaville). In addition 
IPPL assists Cercopan, a monkey sanctuary in Nigeria, and the Centre 
for Animal Rehabilitation and Education (C.A.R.E.), a Baboon Sanctu-
ary in South Africa. IPPL also works with the Cameroon-based Last 
Great Ape Organization on wildlife crime investigations. IPPL’s world-
wide network lets them know of many suspect shipments and they 
have worked with allies in Asia to investigate a case of gorillas smuggled from Cameroon to 
Nigeria and then to Malaysia. This case recently ended with the return of the gorillas, known as 
“The Taiping Four” to Limbe.  

Contact Information:Contact Information: 

 
 

Species  Surv ival  Network’s  Species  Surv ival  Network’s  
Afr ica  Regional  BureauAfr ica  Regional  Bureau   

 

 

CITES Protected Species of the Month 

www.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.orgwww.ssn.org        

Working within CITES to facilitate the Working within CITES to facilitate the 
participation of  African countriesparticipation of  African countries  

Dr. Shirley McGreal  
International Primate Protection League 
P.O. Box 766  
Summerville, SC 29484  
USA  
Phone: +1 843 871 2280  
Fax:: + 1 843 871 7988  
E-mail: smcgreal@ippl.org  

Call for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representationCall for local representation    

The Species Survival Network’s Africa Regional Bureau is 
engaged in a capacity building effort which involves local 
non-governmental organizations and the Press. Please 
do not hesitate to contact us if you need help with CITES 
issues, if you wish to submit article ideas for the newslet-
ter or if you wish to apply for SSN membership.  

Hihhhttp://www.nmfs .noaa.gov/pr/about/links .htm#tu 

♦ Name: Name: Lion; Lion (Panthera leo)  
♦ CITES listing: CITES listing: Appendix II 
♦ CITES Export Quotas: CITES Export Quotas: 20 trophies and 80 
skins for Ethiopia (see <http://www.cites.org/
common/quotas/2008/ExportQuotas2008.pdf>) 
♦ CITES Trade levels (WCMC trade data-CITES Trade levels (WCMC trade data-
base 2007): base 2007): 78 bodies, 53 bones, 67 carvings, 
1199 claws, 96 feet, 59 “hair”, 28 handbags and 
leather products, 2133 live animals, 68 plates, 5 

skeletons,  967 skins and skin pieces, 1156 skulls, 11,604 specimens, 
2 tails, 671 teeth, 5435 trophies and 7 unspecified items and deriva-
tives were exported between 2000 and 2006. Main exporters: South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania. Main importers: USA, Germany, Spain. 

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: Vulnerable (IUCN 2004) 
♦ Threats: Threats: Habitat loss/degradation; hunting for trade, persecution as 

pests 
♦ Range StatesRange States: : Afghanistan (extinct: ex), Algeria (ex), Angola, Be-

nin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Congo (ex), Côte d'Ivoire, DRC, Djibouti (ex), 
Egypt (ex), Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia (ex), Ghana, Greece 
(ex), Guinea, (?) Guinea-Bissau, India, Iran (ex), Iraq (ex), Israel 
(ex), Jordan (ex), Kenya, Kuwait (ex), Lebanon (ex), Lesotho, Li-
byan Arab Jamahiriya (ex), Malawi, Mali, (?) Mauritania (ex?), Mo-
rocco (ex), Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan (ex), 
Rwanda (ex), Saudi Arabia (ex), Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic (ex), Togo, 
Tunisia (ex), Turkey (ex), Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Western Sahara (ex), Zambia, Zimbabwe 

♦ Useful websites: Useful websites: IUCN African Lion Specialist Group <http://
www.catsg.org/catsgportal/cat-website/catfolk/afrleo03.htm> 

Lion (Panthera leo) listed in 
CITES Appendix II   

 

♦ Name: Name: Orchid; orchidée (no common name) 
(Habenaria armatissima)  
♦ CITES listing:CITES listing: Appendix II. Listing includes 
“All parts and derivatives, except: a) seeds, 
spores and pollen (including pollinia); b) seedling 
or tissue cultures obtained in vitro, in solid or 
liquid media, transported in sterile containers;c) 
cut flowers of artificially propagated plants”  
♦ CITES export quotas: CITES export quotas: no export quotas re-
ported for 2008 (see <http://www.cites.org/common/
quotas/2008/ExportQuotas2008.pdf>) 
♦♦  CITES Trade levels (WCMC trade database CITES Trade levels (WCMC trade database 
2007): 2007): no trade is reported for Habenaria armatis-
sima but trade could be reported as trade in Ha-
benaria spp. There are some 200 species of the 

genus Habenaria in Africa out of some 600 worldwide. Kenya 
is the only range State involved in exporting Habenaria spp. - 
trade volumes for Habenaria spp. amounted to 71,096 wild 
plants and specimens between 2000 and 2006. Main importers 
are: Japan and Tanzania.  

♦ IUCN category: IUCN category: not yet assessed by IUCN 
♦ Threats: Threats: Habitat loss/degradation; collection of flowers; trade 
♦ Range StatesRange States: : Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, 

Nigeria, Sudan 
♦ Useful resources: Useful resources: <http://www.orchidconservation.org/osg> 

(IUCN/SSC Orchids Specialist Group (in French, Spanish and 
English)) 

Habenaria  arma-
tissima listed in 
CITES Appendix II 
© Aluka 

Anglophone Africa:Anglophone Africa:  

Species Survival Network 
c/o Born Free Foundation 
3 Grove House; Foundry  Lane 
Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 5PL, 
UK 
Tel: +44-403-240170 
Fax: +441-403-327-838 
E-mail: willtravers@ssn.org;  
Shelley@bornfree.org.uk 

Francophone Africa:Francophone Africa:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Species Survival Network 
1340 Wilford Ave 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 
USA 
Tel/Fax: 1 541 850 9868 
Email: 
alicestroud@ssn.org 
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Will Travers,  
President 

Alice Stroud, 
Coordinator 

Shelley Waterland, 
Coordinator 

Dr. Shirley McGreal, IPPL 
©  Tom Boatwright. 


